
 
 
 
 

“  Do not judge, and you will not be judged: do not condemn; and you will not be condemned. For-
give and you will be forgiven; give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, 
shaken together, running over, will be put into your lap; for the measure you give will be the 
measure you get back.”   Luke 6:37-38 [NRSV]  
 
 
 Well it’s a new church, a new parsonage, and a new city. What a joy it is for me to have this 
opportunity to serve as your pastor. Frances joins me in thanking you for all your preparations for 
our arrival in this new place. The work done at the parsonage was a true transformation.  The wel-
come reception given for us on Sunday evening, July the 9th, was real nice and we appreciated 
getting to share a great  meal and time of fellowship with everyone. In the coming days I hope to 
get to know you and have a chance to visit with many of you.  
 The good Lord gives us all some good advice in the above passage. It truly speaks to every-
one of us. For it reveals our human capacity to at times not to be the best Christians we could be. 
It also speaks to the abundant capacity of our Lord to bless us. None of us is a perfect person just 
a forgiven person, charged by our Lord to be obedient unto his will. Sometimes you and I do a 
great job for the Lord and sometimes we could do better. The challenge is always before us. To so 
live our lives in a witness that is pleasing to God.  
 This being my first article for the “Wesley Witness,”  I look forward to an ongoing dialogue 
with you as we together seek to make disciples for Christ. Wesley UMC is a great family of faith-
ful friendly Christians whom I have already observed are dedicated in their service for the Lord. 
Let us all renew ourselves to the task at hand. We have some great ministries already underway as 
well as some coming up soon in which you are invited to participate. During these summer days 
let us all continue to support our Church. May our prayers, labors, talents, and financial support be 
a living witness of whose we are.  
 The Lord demands of us our faithful participation in this faith community. Let us together 
address the opportunities before us. Let us make disciples for Christ. Let us invite our friends, 
neighbors, and especially the strangers all around us to come worship with us. I look forward with 
great enthusiasm to a shared ministry with you all.  
 
God Bless,  
 
Lusby  ��
 

August 2006 
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Weekly Sunday Activities 
 

Sunday School 
All Ages @ 9:30 AM 

 
Worship @ 10:45 AM 

 
United Methodist Youth Fellowship 

180° @ 5:00 PM 
 
 

 
Each month Wesley chooses different 
missions to assist.  In August we will 
focus on Gainesville Community 
Ministries with our financial dona-
tions and school supplies.  Septem-
ber—Peaceful Paths, October—

Florida United Methodist Children’s Home, Novem-
ber—Food for the Hungry/Crop Walk, and in Decem-
ber—Salvation Army/Prison Ministry-Angel Tree.  
Each Sunday you will see our Mission Boxes in the 
Narthex..  You may place your mission gift in these 
boxes or in the collection plate with  “Mission”  des-
ignated on the envelope or in the “Memo” section of 
your check.  Also, donations left at the alter rail will 
be contributed to the monthly mission.   
 
2006 WOMEN’S RETREAT:  “ L iving on the 
Vine”  
January 19-21, 2007—If you are interested in going, 
Donna Weseman has all paper work.  Your deposit is 
due by September 17th.  Come join us for a weekend 
of renewal.  If you want to ride in the church van let 
Donna (331-7496) know. 
 
WESLEY WEDNESDAY SUPPER—We will start 
Wesley Wednesday Suppers again on August 16th at 
5:30PM.  Everyone who wants to be on the perma-
nent list needs to call the office before Monday noon, 
August 14th, to let Dale know.  Those listed will re-
main as “will attend”  every Wednesday night unless 
they call to cancel.  If you want to attend only occa-
sionally, we request that you please call each Monday 
prior to the Wednesday you plan to attend.  
 
SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS—We need a few 
willing adults to help out with our children’s Sunday 
school classes.  All  the materials are provided and 
the classes are always fun.  If you can help, please 
contact Donna Weseman at 331-7496.  
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Ministries  & Outreach 



 
 
 

 
The Wesley Van Fund is still in need of donations.  To date we have 
$232.70 in the Van Fund.  Our annual insurance premiums for the 
van are approximately $1,200.00. The van is used extensively for 
youth trips and outings for Young At Heart seniors in addition to 
other events attended by church members.  The fund pays insurance 
and tag fees as well as repairs and maintenance, tire replacement, 
and similar expenses.  If you would like to contribute, please make 
your check payable to Wesley UMC and list Van Fund on the 
“Memo”  line of your check.   
 

 
 
 
 

FLORIDA UNITED METHODIST  
CHILDREN’S HOME 

 
Berness Whitmire, Wesley’s Children’s Home Representative, has 
passed along these suggestions for ways we can help our children’s 
home: 
 
 School Supplies—Contact Berness Whitmire, pager 230-
 8864 (digital) or see me at Wesley for a more complete list 
 of needed school items.  “No back-packs”  per  
 Ms. Bess Bussey.  
 
 Children’s Home Dinner Theater—Murder at the Banquet.  
 Casting and scenery are a few of the categories in which 
 Kay Frazier can use some help.  This is slated for October 
 19, 20, and 21st.  Tickets will be available in September.  
 We will be looking for assistance in all the other categories 
 (table setup and cleanup) as well as advertisement. 
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ADULT BIBLE STUDY OPPORTUNITIES—A study of Galatians will begin Wednesday, 
August 2nd, at 2:00PM in the Advance Classroom.  Join us for a time of discussion as we 
delve into Paul’s letter to a group of people who needed some education, much like today! 
 
Sunday Fellowship Class, which meets at 9:30AM in the fellowship hall, just started a new 
study, “Lord I have sinned, but I have several excellent excuses.”   This study deals with the 
tendency of 20th century moderns to admit to nothing and to find creative justifications for 
everything we do. 
 
Other adult small groups meeting on Sunday morning at 9:30AM include The Advance Class 
and Pairs and Spares.  The Advance Class is a discussion class and studies from the Interna-
tional Lesson Series.  They meet in the Conference Room.  The Pairs and Spares Class is com-
posed of mature adults, most of whom are retired.  The class uses the International Lesson Se-
ries presented with lecture and class participation method.  They meet in the Prayer Room. 
 
If you would like to participate in any of these studies, please come and bring a friend.  
 
ENRICHMENT CLASSES—Join us on Sunday evenings for our fall classes.  
 
 Alpha—11 weeks, beginning September 10th (see article in this month’s Witness). 
 The kick-off dinner is scheduled for Sunday, August 27th.  Bring your friends and learn 
 more about Alpha.  Join us for dinner, music and a movie.  
  Group leaders:  To be decided.  
 
 Bible Study—11 weeks, beginning September 10th.  Topic to be decided. 
  Facilitator:  The Reverend Lusby Burruss.  
 
 Enjoy L ife:  This Is Not a Dress Rehearsal!—-4 weeks, beginning September 10th.   
 Do you have difficulties separating the major and minor events of life?  This upbeat and 
 insightful approach to children, parents, spouses, living, death, and illness issues  
 features Dr. Sally Karioth via video.  The class focuses on grieving as a natural part of 
 living. 
  Facilitator:  Lisa Tatum-Alday 
 
 Guitar—4 weeks, beginning October 8th.  Learn to play simple chords and songs.  A 
 guitar is required.  
  Instructor:  Chuck Adams 
 
All events begin at 5:30PM with dinner and music, followed by your event.  Donations for 
meals are appreciated.  Watch for registration information, coming soon! 
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*   If  you know of a birthday or an-
niversary that is missing from our 
list, please contact the Church Of-
fice (372-2845) so we can add it! 
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Ambassadors of Chr ist 
to our  communi ty 

and shepherds of the fai th 
to our  congregation! 
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AUGUST ANNIVERSARIES 
 

2nd Dee & Tim Holder 
9th  Jackie & Tim Davis 
31st Nancy & Ron Case 
 Marilyn & Jim Ritter  

 
SCHUDULED IN AUGUST 

August 9th  Worship  6:15PM 
August 23rd Church Council   6:15PM 
   

August—No Senior  Adult Tr ips 
September 8—Fish Fry Fund Raiser  
September 10-15—Outer  Banks, NC 
October  6—YAH Sr. Adult Day 

 
 

MISSION OF THE MONTH 
FOR AUGUST 

Gainesville  
Community Ministr ies  
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Donna Weseman,  Worship Chair 


