He said to them, “ The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter seed on the ground, and would sleep and rise night
and day, and the seed would sprout and grow, he does not know how. The earth produces of itself, first the stalk, then the
head, then the full grainin the head. But when the grain isripe, at once he goes in with his sickle, because the harvest
has come.” (Mark 4:26-29)

A WORD
FROM THE

PASTOR Last month on April the 23rd the General Conference of the United Methodist
- Church convened in Fort Worth, Texas. The UMC’ s global legidlative body meets every
four years. Nearly 1000 delegates met to conduct the business of our denomination, concluding this month on May

2nd. There are aways numerous issues and questions facing those delegates who represent thousands of local
churches across the world. Whatever is decided upon becomes the direction that our churches will follow for the
next four years. Hard to believe that our Book of Discipline is up for debate and change every four years -- one
would think we ought to gather more frequently to chart the course we are upon. Few organizations wait four years
to decide what to say or do in governing their operations. However, maybe it is a blessing that we Methodists do
not gather more frequently to question and change our minds on what we are all about. One thing for sureiswe
have enough diversity within the UM Kingdom to allow the possibility for anything to transpire, whether it be a
positive proposal or negative proposal. Much human time and effort is devoted to attempting to influence delegates
to support such and such a position. The key question is aways “Which Way?’

An organization within the denomination titled “ United Methodists working for Scripture-based reform in our
denomination” raised the following questions facing our denomination during General Conference in their recent
“UM Action Briefing” mailing:

1) Will our UMC build unity by reaffirming our Christ-centered, Biblical, Wesleyan beliefs or will our church

follow the Episcopal Church, whichiswell into a process of splitting itself apart over its election of an openly
homosexual bishop?

2) Will the UMC learn from the experience of our fast-growing UM churchesin Africaaswell many U.S. lo-
cal churchesthat preach and live the traditiona Christian Gospdl . . . and the theologically and politically liberal
churches that are losing members and dying.

3) Will the UMC remain a united global church . . . or will we partially segregate our U.S. church from the
growing, faithful United Methodism in Africaand the world?

4) When the General Conference elects members of the Judicial Council will it elect persons who will respect
and enforce our UM Book of Discipline or will it elect judicia activists who will undermine and rewrite our
Discipline?

5) Will United Methodist membership vows continue to have meaning and integrity, or will the UMC dlide
into “anything goes’ membership?

6) Will the General Conference adopt divisive political resolutions or will it unite our church with Biblical
Christian stands on clearly key issues. . . and refuse to allow any faction to use the UMC asit political party?

Perhaps after four years the harvest is ready for gathering. Let usall pray that what comes out of the General
Conference is something we will be able to feed upon for the next four years.

Surely in al the diversity within our denomination we can come to agreement upon just how we shall do church
in the coming day. One thing we can cling to is that the good Lord shall guide us and bring usto a position of com-
promisethat is pleasing in Hissight. Anything lessis not acceptable today nor at a future date. We can all agree
without any hesitation that the harvest is plentiful and the workers are till needed to bring that harvest into the
barn. | look forward to working with everyone as we gather a plentiful harvest made possible truly by God' s con-
tinua grace upon us. Seeyou in church Sunday.

Blessings,




Everyone is invited to Thursday Lunch Bunch on May 22nd at Noon
in Fellowship Hall. Please bring a covered dish and a friend for good
food and fellowship! Hope to see you there!
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Big Oops! As | was preparing the program for this past month’s

dinner theater, | looked at the October program and was horrified to 2"+
find that | had not thanked Betty Holder for her absolutely wonderful 3 45
decorations for the hillbilly dinner theater, “Fussin’ and a-Feudin’.” "%, 18w
an extraordinary way and | deeply regret the oversight. o a
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May 9th, Friday, the YAH Senior Adults will be taking a
day trip to Clermont, Florida, for some sightseeing, fellow-
ship, and festivities. Come on out and enjoy a day of relaxation 2 4o
and fellowship as we tour Clermont and the surrounding areas
while, of course, we find a good restaurant to complete our day. (1 4
We will leave at 9:00 AM and return by 5:00 PM. Please RSVP
to Donna Weseman at 331-7496. Check This Out!

Hope to see y’all there!!!

The YAHSs are going on a
Mystery Trip on July 8-12th.
Come join our fun and fellow-
ship!!

The YAH Garage Sale (April
12th) made $1,250. We would

Betty’s unusual talent for bringing the room to life was displayed in ‘

like to thank all of you who sup- ! !




May’s mission is Christians Concerned for the Community. This is a charitable, non-profit Christian Commu-
nity Development organization whose mission is to express the love of God through the church’s ministry of
helping people in our community who are in need. They accept and deliver contributions of used appli-
ances, furniture, and household items to people in genuine need. They also provide assistance to the handi-
capped in the form of building ramps, railings, etc., and providing canes, walkers, wheelchairs, etc. They
distribute Bibles, make home visits, pray with people, tutor students, and try to meet any other needs that

May 6, 2008
6:30 PM
Fellowship Hall

Attention Ladies! You are all invited to our annual Mother-Daughter Banquet.
We'll have some great entertainment in the form of the Cross Creek Cloggers.

June 23-26 & June 30-July 3, 2008
Life Enrichment Center, Fruitland Park FL

Grandparents & Me Camp is a three-day overnight opportunity for young children and their grandparents to
enjoy a camping experience away together. Grandparents stay with their grandchildren in motel-style rooms
at night, are fed three meals a day in the dining hall with other families, and share age-appropriate activities
together and separately. Counselors work with children in activities such as swimming, games, arts and
crafts, and story-time, while grandparents have time apart from their grandchildren to spend time as adults in
Bible study and other activities. There is also plenty of time for that special bonding that happens between a
grandparent and grandchild in the midst of a faith-nurturing atmosphere.

This year's curriculum theme is “The Story” which, through activities and Bible study, invites campers

The men of Wesley UMC are invited to attend a UM Men’s Rally in Tallahassee,
Florida, on Saturday, June 21°%. This gathering will bring together UM men from several
conferences to praise and worship Jesus Christ. Bishop Michael Watson, Bishop William
Wesley Morris, Maxie Dunham, and Brad McClain headline the keynote speakers at this
gatherir;nrg. Please see Ron Case if you would like to attend. Deadline for registration is
May 26"




The first memorial day was observed in 1865 in Charleston at the site
of a former Confederate prison camp and mass grave for Union soldiers who
had died while captive there. A parade was followed by patriotic singing and
a picnic.

The village of Waterloo, NY, was credited with being the birthplace be-
cause it observed the day on May 5, 1866, and each year thereafter, and be-
cause it is likely that two prominent citizens of that city led the call for the day
to be observed each year and helped spread the event nationwide. They had
been impressed by the way the South honored their dead with a special day
and decided the Union needed a similar day so a day was designated for

decorating the grave of every soldier in the land. In 1868, the Grand Army of the Republic, a veterans@or-
ganization, issued a proclamation that "Decoration Day" be observed nationwide. It was observed for the first
time on May 30th of the same year; a date a chosen because it was not the anniversary of a battle. The
tombs of fallen Union soldiers were decorated in remembrance of this day.

Many of the states in the South refused to celebrate Decoration Day due to lingering hostility toward the
Union Army and also because there were very few veterans of the Union Army who lived in the South. A no-
table exception was Columbus, Mississippi, which commemorated both the Union and Confederate casual-
ties buried in its cemetery.

The alternative name of "Memorial Day" was first used in 1882 but was not declared the official name by
federal law until 1967. In 1968, Congress passed the Uniform Holidays Bill, which moved the holiday from its
traditional May 30 date to the last Monday in May.

On May 25th, Wesley UMC will be pleased to display the flags presented to the families of our veterans.
If you have such a memorial flag, please bring it in by May 22nd so that | can arrange them at the altar.
Please be sure the display case is clearly marked with your name and phone number!

1a8.0.0.8.2.9.0.8.2.9.0.8.2.9.0.8.0.0.0.9.0.0.0.0.9.0.0.8.0.0.0.8.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.8.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.8.9.0.0.0.0.9.0.9.9.0.9

Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for men.
(Colossians 3:23)

Let us look forward to the choir blessing us on May 11th with "Come, Holy Spirit."

Thank you to Kay, Ralph, Carolyn, and Chuck for leading us in Praise and Worship music. It is so up lift-
ing to start our service with this wonderful music!

The Contemporary Service is going GREAT and they are blessed by Jameel® leadership. Please con-
inue to pray for this service.

Thanks to all of you who have stepped up and are doing Children® Moments; they really enjoy this time
with you.

We have a group of dedicated people who are praying for our church. They are asking for God® hand in
all that we do. If you feel so led, join them at the altar or pray in your seats.
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Below is a financial snapshot of Wesley’s Operating Fund and bank balances through the end of Feb-
ruary. During this period no apportionment payments were made and, as you can see, expenses far out-
weighed income. The reason expenses were so high was payment of $14,000 for annual insurance and
workers@ompensation coverage. In order to pay the insurance and workers@omp coverage, $13,000

was borrowed from the Capital Account.

We need to begin paying apportionments and replace the funds borrowed from the Capital Account.

How can you help?
Pray for God’s direction for Wesley and yourself.

If you feel led, make an extra donation toward the capital account to replace the borrowed funds or
toward apportionment payments. This donation should be over and above your regular contribution
to the Operating Fund. Please mark on your check “Special Gift—apportionments” or “Special

Gift—capital.”

Jan 1, 2008 -

Operating Fund Feb 29, 2008

$ 26,815
$ 40,740
$(13,925)

Operating Income
Operating Expenses
Net Loss

Bank Accounts:
Capital Accounts
Bennet Palmer Acct.
Van Account
Operating Accounts
Total Bank Accounts

Feb 29, 2008
$19,479
$ 4,700
$ 153
$ 5,246
$29,578

Speak to the members of the Finance Committee if you have any ideas or suggestions for Wesley

to meet its financial obligations.

Come one, come all, to our
annual Mother-Daughter
Banquet on May 6th, at 6:30
PM in the Fellowship Hall.

Bring a covered dish—fruit, vegetable, salad, or dessert. Meat
and drinks will be furnished. Featured guests will be the Cross
Creek Cloggers. All the ladies of the church are invited.

Church Women United’s May Fellowship Day will be at 9:30
AM on May 2nd at Greater Bethel A.M.E. Church, 701 SE 43rd
Street, Gainesville. As members of UMW, we are also members
of CWU. Come join with women of other faiths for a unique op-
portunity of worship and fellowship. See Marie Witt for more in-
formation.

The theme of the 2008 School of Christian Mission will be
“Living in Sacred Harmony.” Studies for this year include the
following:

1) “I Believe in Jesus,”

2) “Israel and Palestine,” and

3) “Giving Our Hearts Away — Native American Survival.”
School will be held at Bethune Cookman University, July 22-25th

Adult Bible Study
Opportunities

A study of Romans began Wednes-
day, April 16th, in the Advance Class-
room. Join us for a time of discussion
as we delve into Paul® letter to a group
of people who needed some education,
much like today! This class is led by
Kay Frazier, and we will be using War-
ren Wiersbe® "Be Right." To order your
copy at $10, see Kay.

Other adult small groups meeting
on Sunday morning at 9:30 include The
Advance Class and Fellowship Class.
The Advance Class is a discussion
class and studies from the International
Lesson Series. They meet in the Con-
ference Room. The Fellowship Class
meets in the Youth House and wel-
comes newcomers to their discussion

group.
If you would like to participate in any
of these studies, please come and bring
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March 7th twelve women from Wesley headed off
in a bus and cars to the Florida Conference Women'’s
Retreat in Leesburg. Many of the group had enjoyed
previous retreats but some were first-timers both
young and old. We had a mix of some younger
women and many of our precious older ladies.

Along the way we stopped at a wonderful restau-
rant and shop in a beautifully restored older home in
the historic district in Ocala and had lunch. We all
enjoyed a great lunch and browsed in the shop a bit
before getting underway again.

When we got to Leesburg, we discovered that the
camp had a “bumper crop” of women and had over-
booked our lodge, which necessitated some moving
around after we got there, but all was well in the end.
We're a flexible group and made the most of the area
we were assigned. We also enjoyed having Jenni
and Elaine Thomas rooming with us in our lodge and
we were all happy to do some catching up with them.

Unfortunately, it was storming, with thunder, light-
ning, and heavy rain when we were trying to get from
the lodge to the meeting auditorium. Our little group
huddled under umbrellas (which felt like we were car-
rying lightning rods) in order to make it to the car.
Though we were a bit late and had to sit in the back
row the first night, nothing could keep us away.

The theme of this year’s retreat, based on Exodus
33:14, was “Practicing the Presence." “God said, ®y
presence will go with you. I'll see the journey to the
end.® We learned through His Word and praise of
His Name that practicing the presence is living day by
day in His Presence and reflecting His Love to every-
one around us.

The featured speaker for the retreat was Jackie
Leveron. Wow! What a powerful speaker! The Holy
Spirit was definitely moving during her sermons. We
also had a great Bible leader, Beth Fogle-Miller, and
several wonderful enrichment leaders.

We all especially enjoyed the music this year,
which featured Maureen Still and her band. They
were AWESOME! Her moving and lively contempo-
rary Christian songs touched and uplifted all of us. |
think | could listen to her all day! We also enjoyed the
Garretts, a husband and wife musical duo who have
dedicated their lives to sharing Christ through Chris-
tian music with a country western flavor. He also
shared a moving Christian witness with all of us. A

Along with the music and God’s word there
were cookies, snacks, and nice meals. The cafete-
ria did a good job with the food and | was im-
pressed that they went so much out of their way to
cheerfully accommodate my diabetic diet. Meal-
times were also great times for chatting and bond-
ing as a church family. Getting to know each other
better is always an unexpected bonus on retreats
like this.

The love and caring shown for others was ap-
parent in every member of the group. We func-
tioned as a family, each helping the others with
whatever was needed. It was a beautiful thing to
see.

My favorite part of the retreat was a time Satur-
day during an enrichment period when we all went
back to the lodge and met as a group to discuss
and pray about our church family. | hope this is
something we can consider doing again next year.
| think it was very meaningful to us all.

If you missed this year’s retreat, you missed a
lot . . . good fun, good fellowship, and good preach-
ing! Don’t miss out next year — put it on your calen-

Lindsay Adams, Buchholz High School
Jenni Thomas, University of Florida

Michael Trimm, Newberry High School

| hope everyone attended Wesley Wednesday, April
23rd, to celebrate their achievements and wish
them well.

Invitation
The family of Michael Stephen Trimm is pleased to
announce his graduation with the Newberry High
School Class of 2008. He would like to invite you,
as his church family, to Commencement Ceremo-




“Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving,
present your requests to God. And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will
guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.”

(Philippians 4:6-7)

Final exams. Plan a retreat. Meet with a group to finish a project. Meet with another group to start a
project. Email her. Eat. Stop what I'm doing because someone is at the door. Read that chapter. Email
them. Figure out plans for tomorrow. Car trouble. Call that person. Wait, now call those other people. Or-
ganize this. Study. Fix the sign. Study some more. Make that sermon. Plan that game. Email him. Clean
up. Set-up. | need sleep. Did I call that one person back? Do this. Finish that.

| just thought | would verbalize what’s going through my head right now. | can't lie, being a full time
grad student and a full time youth director (with a little part time contemporary service leader thrown in the
mix) shakes me up. | sometimes feel like that salt shaker on the table that gets stuck, so it gets shaken
harder and harder until something comes out. Ever feel that way?

I'm so glad we have God’'s word. When | read these verses, | just have to stop and pray. | mean, |
need the peace of God in my life. | crave it. Without that peace in my heart, | know | would be stressed out
even more. This peace not only guards my heart but my mind as well! Nice to know that | won't lose it! :0)

Life will always be
here, but the truth is this. How
do we deal with it? | pray that
you all take time and seek
God out. Find the peace he
offers and give him glory.
Each Sunday | am reminded
how awesome his presence is
within the youth ministry. | find
rest in the youth house with
the kids and counselors who
attend one-eighty . Life sort of
stops and God takes over.
Pretty cool huh? So ask your-
self this, when was the

May 10 and May 17, 2008 (Both days required)
9:00 AM to 4:00 PM (Registration at 8:30 AM)
First United Methodist Church, Archer FL
Basic Course—$25.00 Advanced Course—$28.00
Fee includes class text and meals for both sessions

The purpose of this course is to develop confidence and skill in prayer, both personal and public, and to encourage a deeper and more vital
prayer life. The Lay Speaking Ministries Basic Course focuses on the many ways lay speakers are called to be in ministry through such
things as preaching, leading, teaching, service, proclaiming the gospel, disciple-making, and through personal spiritual formation. Registra-




21st—6:15 PM Missions
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