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“Ah, Youth!” /D' =

The righteous flourish like the palm tree, and grow like a cedar in Lebanon. They are o K :
planted in the house of the Lord; they flourish in the courts of our God. In old age wu},‘; B e
they still produce fruit; they are always green and full of sap, showing that the Lord is

upright; he is my rock, and there is no unrighteousness in him. (Psalm 92:12-15) from the
Pastor

Well, here it is another month. School is back in session and everywhere | look | am reminded
of the blessings of youth. All around you see the energy, enthusiasm, and activity of those who have
just begun life’s journey. Our culture without doubt is obsessed with youthfulness. The stores are
overflowing with items that promote and promise better bodies. The fountain of youth is right there
within that product! Likewise the exercise gyms, the tanning shops, stylist salons, even the local den-
tist, and especially the plastic surgeon all promise makeovers that can be yours if you are willing to
pay the price. Growing old, however, is inevitable; only death stops the process.

Bottom line — we all have to choose whether we are going to flourish or dry up, grow strong or
become weak. Physically we may have no choice in the matter, but we can be young in soul and
spirit regardless of how old we might be from a physical standpoint. When any one of us decides to
focus upon our Lord, to literally be planted firmly in the way of Jesus Christ, we will become fruitful in
things that last into eternity.

You have heard this before but the fact is the Lord seeks after you and desires to always have
an intimate covenant relationship with you. A righteous person will grow strong in their faith like that
cedar tree of Lebanon mentioned in the above scripture. Those trees were tremendous specimens,
reaching heights of 120 feet with a girth of 40 feet. As you and | walk with Christ into our remaining
years we can have faith and know with absolute assurance that each passing day we have that op-
portunity to trust God more and rely wholly on His Word.

Staying young while growing old begins with the mind. Our intellectual capacity to process the
journey of discovery we call life is vital to our overall well-being. Never stop listening to the Lord along
the way. Allow the good Lord to guide you. Keep your thoughts on godly thinking that will shape and
mold your attitude. Be thankful for each and every day. You cannot change yesterday, that is already
finished. We can’t see tomorrow, since it hasn’t arrived yet. So the only thing we’ve got to deal with
is the present moment. Keep laughing and enjoy the ride, for believe me, it is later than you think!
The last piece of advice we all need to obey is one we have to work on all the time. In all the chaos of
this mortal life we can and must strive to keep believing and loving the Lord with all our heart. | look
forward to seeing you in church where together we can draw ever closer to the Lord. May it be a cele-
bration together as we praise and glorify His many blessings upon us.

Grace and peace,

Lusty




Announcements.
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THURSDAY LUNCH BUNCH will not meet in November, but will
meet between the two holidays on Thursday, December 3rd at
noon in the Fellowship Hall. The program and dinner plans will
be announced in the Sunday bulletin closer to the date of the
meeting, but be sure to reserve the date on your calendar!

VETERANS DAY RECOGNITION—Join us on
Sunday, November 8th, as we salute Wesley’s

veterans, past and present, during the morning
service.

VN G
REMEMBRANCE DAY

3 HANGING OF THE GREEN will be on
IAAA \ Sunday, November 22nd at 4 PM.
HAN NG Please join us as we decorate our sanc-
OF TH'E tuary and other areas for the Christmas
GREEN season. All ages are welcome, as we
will have work for everyone!
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WILL YOU PLEASE PICK OP ALL YOUR
CLOTHES?

Wesley United
Methodist Church

of Christ to our community and shep
herds of the faith to our congregatio

Pastor Lusby Burruss

826 NW 23rd Avenue
Gainesville, FL
32609
Office: 372-2845
Fax: 372-9544

On the Web:
www.afn.org/~wesleyum

Pastor6s Emai
Lusby Burruss
Iburrusswumc@bellsouth.net

Secretarybs E
Dale McClellan
secretarywumc@bellsouth.net

One-eighty Youth Ministry Email:

Albert Pavon
ap0511@ufl.edu

Witness Articles Email:
Sharren Gibbs
sharrenl@bellsouth.net

Weekly Sunday Activities

Sunday School
All Ages @ 9:30 AM

Blended Worship @ 10:45 AM
(Sanctuary)

United Methodist Youth Fellowship
180° @ 4:00 PM

Check This Out!

who is on the Worship

Committee? What are our

Young Adults doing? You can find

out this information and a lot more

on Wesleyds Websit
http:/www.afn.org/~wesleyum

Misplaced your Church ’
Calendar? Want to know
=

Mission Statement: To be ambassadfiis




MISSION OF THE MONTH

Thanksgiving is coming soon! GCM needs your help in collecting the items listed below for our
holiday boxes. Each year we receive more requests for food during the holidays, but we can’t meet
the need without your help. Items needed:

Gift certificates for meat ($10.00) Rice

Canned Pumpkin Pie Filling Peanut Butter of
Evaporated Milk Sugar n"ei’gg’l'.‘t’
Canned Fruit Stuffing Mix

Canned Vegetables Flour

Dry Milk Envelope Box Jello

Containers are provided in the narthex and fellowship hall.

HISTORY OF GAINESVILLE COMMUNITY MINISTRIES: For over 30 years GCM has pro-
vided emergency help and hope to families and individuals in crisis. Early in their history (when
they were located in a little house behind First Baptist Church), a number of local churches (Wesley
included) decided to unite to provide as much support as possible to GCM, in money and goods,
with the plan that they would be the distribution site for services instead of each church separately
trying to provide on-site services. This has helped considerably in coordination and prevention of
duplication of services. Participating churches are invited to have a representative on the GCM
Board. Marie Witt is Wesley's representative. Throughout the year and particularly in the two
months (August and November) that GCM is the Mission of the Month, we encourage your whole-
hearted support. As always--thanks!

HEADS UP! November is another 5th Sunday month, so be sure you keep dropping change in
your "bucket" and bring it to church on November 30th for the Children's Home!
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Important District Training Event

The North Central District Leadership Training event will be held on January 9" at New Covenant
UM Church in the Villages from 9:00 am until 12:30 pm. This training is presented specially for the
laity who will be assuming leadership assignments for the 2010 Church Year. Chairpersons and
committee members are urged to attend. Further details as to courses offered will be listed soon.
Put this date on your calendar and reserve this time for this training. This is your chance to learn
about your job and become more proficient in its application. Please call the church office if you
plan to attend so we can car-pool to this event.

Rev. Lusby Burruss




The District Annual Meeting of United Methodist Women will convene at 9:30 AM on November 21
at First UMC in Gainesville. My hope is that many of you will avail yourselves of the opportunity to
be a part of this. Please inform me if you plan to go so that | can make reservations. Congratula-
tions to our newly elected slate of officers for 2010!

President - Betty Dees
Vice President - Dee Sanders

Secretary - Joyce Welsh e | / _
Treasurer - Paula Mathis . R
Spiritual Growth - Polly Teele United Methodist Women

Social Action - Marie Witt

Education and Interpretation - Yvonne Hodges
Secretary of Program Resources - Flora Jobe
Membership Nurture and Outreach - June Voyles

Local Church Activities - Doris Welsh and Linda Pickrell
Reading Program Coordinator - Betty Brand

Committee on Nominations - Flora Jobe, Helen Martin, Donna Weseman, Maxine Skinner, Bonnie
Carlin, and Mary Norton

Shalom from Yvonne

WORSHIP COMMITTEE

We are heading into the big finish for the year - Thanksgiving and Christmas! On Sunday, Novem-
ber 22nd, at 4:00 PM please come help us decorate the church for Christmas as we hang the green!

Our choir is beginning to work on the Christmas Cantata—why don’t you join them? We are so
happy to see (and hear) all the new members in the choir. What a blessing for us all!

Children and Parents: Mark your calendars for "Crafts and Cookie Day" on December 12. More in-
formation will follow in the December Witness. Remember how much fun we had last year—so
don’t miss it!

| hope you are enjoying the changes we have made over the past year, and that they make the wor-
ship experience more meaningful and enjoyable to you. If you have other ideas you’d like to see us
try, please don’t hesitate to contact the chair of this committee.

Special thanks to the Youth for their inspiring service on October 18th!




Okay, | know you are already busy, and you just cannot think about committing to one more
thing. But -- have you thought about the positives -- the blessings you might receive by singing
in the choir? Here are a few thoughts from choir members which | think you will find encourag-

ing:

1 Since becoming a member of the choir | feel a sense of belonging much more so than before.
| feel very content and happy. | really love being part of the choir. Never have | been a part
of such a loving group of people. Thank you for letting me be a member of this group.

1 Music has always been a partof mylife....... music is peaceful.
Singing in the choir allows me to make my joyful noise to the Lord.

1 Besides giving me the chance to sing twice a week, | also appreciate knowing that | have a
Afamily within the familyo of the church t
always leave feeling supported and loved.

f Singing in the choir fills me up with jey.
group and sing praises to our wonderful Creator. It is also a wonderful way to learn scripture.

1 Choir is a way to deliver the message other than spoken. Music can be soothing, peaceful,
energetic, enthusiastic, and can provide the touch a person needs on any given day. It can
help prepare our hearts to receive a message or can be the message.

=

Well -- what do you say? Need a little help getting through the week? The Wednesday night re-
hearsals may get you "over the hump."” We will be looking for you next week!

We would like to express our gratitude to everyone for all the wonderful cards and
calls we have received from our Wesley family comforting us after the death of

\:T/ /\ Brad’s mother. The people of Wesley are warm and loving and we are grateful to
van you all. Ann & Brad West
You
NEW DIRECTORY PROJECT C] ] P] |

Ah, here it is—November already! We’re up to 61 photos for the
directory. But there are STILL a few stragglers left. Okay, more than ‘Dlreetoly
“a few.” But Sharren is stalking those elusive members and hopes to =
have this project finished soon! Don’t forget, for those members who
are housebound, she will come to you! Just give her a call at 377-
8834 or by e-mail at sharrenl@bellsouth.net

Let’s all work together to get our new directory published by Christ-
mas! If you like your photo, Sharren will send it to you by e-mail so
you can make as many prints as you like. Hey—I'll bet those folks
you send Christmas cards to would LOVE to have a new picture of
you and your family!

Af
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“The Invocation”

The basic outline of our United Methodist worship service comes to us out of our UM heritage and
experience. The purpose of the pattern we use is to express the biblical, historical, and theological
integrity of Christian worship across our denomination.

One of the key elements is the invocation, and is placed primarily at the beginning of the worship
service. The invocation serves to establish that our worship is communion with God as well as with
one another. Within the invocation we call upon God to be with us, to enter into a time of worship in
which we uplift the movement of the Holy Spirit among us. We celebrate the presence of the Lord in
recognition of a shared time together. We present ourselves within the worship experience through
music, song, and proclamation of His word in celebration of our covenant relationship with God Al-
mighty. The tone for the service is set in this opening invocation.

We recognize who we are before God by proclaiming the very nature and gifts of our Lord. The in-
vocation truly centers us into our time of worship as we seek to celebrate our time together as a
Christian people in response to the call of our Lord upon us.

Rev. Lusby Burruss
[ Information in this article was obtained from the current Book of Worship of the UMC.]

YOUNG AT HEART SENIOR FELLOWSHIP

Fourteen people came out for the Games and Subs Day! We had a great time learning some new
games, and we always enjoy the fellowship with others.

Join us on November 13th to go shopping at the St. Augustine Outlets. We’re getting a head start
on our Christmas shopping! We will leave the church at 8:30 AM. Please RSVP to Donna by No-
vember 8th. Join us!

The Christmas Luncheon will be on December 11th at 11:30 AM. Please bring a covered dish to
share, and canned food for the Hope Lodge. Please RSVP to Donna by December 6th.




NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS NOVEMBER

1% Matt Alday ANNIVERSARIES
; Kitty Manasco
n . .
2~ Jagdish Singh 28" Betty & Marion Holder
5 Wyatt Alday
6"  Flora Jobe
7" Lusby Burruss If you know of a birthday or anniversary that
Alex Reeves is missing from our list, please contact the

church office (372-2845) so we can add it!

9th  Austin Sapp
10" Lisa Tatum-Alday
11" Nell Coleman

SCHEDULED IN NOVEMBER

11th 6:00 PM Missions Committee Doris Little
Margie Sapp
17" James Carlin
MISSION OF THE 19"  Dorothy Germany
MONTH FOR NOVEMBER Kathy McArthur
Gai nesvil!e_Commu nity o7t ﬂ%ﬁiﬁ%‘:ﬁ:’ stadt
Ministry 28" Greg Kidney

30"  Wwilliam R. Dees
George Davis
Clarence Witt




