"The Way Eye See It" 

Mayer Littman, Colonel, USAF (ret) 

Colleen and I went up to Virginia to visit our grandson and while in Virginia I went over onto "The Hill" and visited with Congressman Cliff Stearns office. I did not realize that my timing was perfect as it coincided with MOAA's Storming of the Hill". This is an annual event whereby MOAA visits everyone on the HiIl explaining the most important issues that should be included in the next National Defense Authorization Act and in this case NDAA 07. I had the chance to watch the process first hand and I believe MOAA did an outstanding job. Many kudos to Colonel Ron Buchert and Colonel Jim Young, both retired USAF officers, who were most eloquent, knowledgeable and informative in presenting MOAA's (our) case to Ms. Lauren E Semeniuk, Congressman Stearn's Legislative Director. (Lauren has always been very helpful in presenting our feelings/problems/concerns to Congressman Stearns and is, and has been, a great asset in providing a conduit to Congressman Stearns). Following is a summary of MOAA's current thrust: 

ISSUE: "Two major military Survivor Benefit Plan (SBP) inequities remain to be corrected: (1) the dollar-for-dollar deduction of VA benefits for service-connected deaths from the survivors' SBP annuities; and, (2) the 2008 effective date of 30-year paid-up SBP coverage, which imposes undue financial penalties on the earliest SBP enrollees." As you are all aware as I have been covering and writing about this now for some time it is ENDING THE SBP-DIC OFFSET AND THE "GREATEST GENERATION" TAX. There really is no good valid reason that this cannot be done and included in the NDAA 07 bill. There is no need or reason for Congress to "cowtail" to DOD and the specious reasoning(s) for not doing this now! I also know that this is a most inflammatory statement and can and will unsettle those in DOD who may have an opportunity to read it, but...if the shoe fits...wear it! 

SBP-DIC: "Survivors of servicemembers who die of service-connected causes are entitled to Dependency and Indemnity Compensation (DIC) ($1033.00/month for a survivor without children) from the Department of Veterans Affairs. The surviving spouse’s SBP annuity is reduced by the DIC amount. A pro-rated share of SBP premiums is refunded to the widow upon the member's death, but with no interest. IF MILITARY SERVICE CAUSED A RETIRED MEMBER'S DEATH, THE INDEMNITY COMPENSATION THE VA PROVIDES THE SURVIVOR SHOULD BE ADDED TO THE SBP BENEFIT THE RETIREE PAID FOR, NOT SUBSTITUTED FOR IT. No survivors of civilian retirees who are also disabled military veterans and die of a military-service-connected cause must forfeit their purchased survivor benefits to receive DIC. In the case of members killed on active duty, a surviving spouse with children can avoid the dollar-for-dollar offset only by assigning SBP to the children. But that forces the spouse to give up any SBP claim after the children attain their majority - leaving the spouse with only a $1,000 monthly annuity from the VA. MOAA believes those who give their lives for their country deserve fairer compensation for their surviving spouses. There are approximately 61,000 military widows/widowers affected by the DIC offset." Personally, I cannot see how any of you out there who have just read this can take exception to it. It is about as "transparent" as anything and is about as appropriate as anything relating to those who have fought or are fighting and will fight this country's battles. The question that should be asked is why the Congress and the DOD don't really see this and get on-board and support it?! 

PAID-UP SBP: "The FY 1999 Defense Authorization Act authorized retired SBP enrollees who have attained age 70 and paid SBP premiums for at least 30 years to stop paying premiums, while retaining SBP coverage for their survivors. But it established the effective date as of October 1, 2008. When this legislation was first proposed in 1997, it was intended to be effective in 2002 - 30 years from SBP's 1972 enactment. The 2008 effective date fully covers members who retired after 1978. But tens of thousands of 1972 enrollees will have to pay premiums for up to 36 years. The inequity is greater because those earlier retirees also paid much higher SBP premiums for two decades (SBP premiums were almost 10% of retired pay until 1990, vs. 6.5% since then). 'GREATEST GENERATION' RETIREES WHO ENROLLED IN 1972 ALREADY HAVE PAID 25% MORE SBP PREMIUMS THAN THEIR POST - 1978 COUNTERPARTS WILL EVER HAVE TO. There are 198,000 retirees disadvantaged by the 2008 effective date." Many of you have asked me about this paid-up SBP. We have pushed/fought/argued for some time now on this particular issue. I still say, and I know it is a crass comment/statement, but I feel that Congress and DOD probably feel that...well, it's only two more years and this will then go away. Look at the money we can save in the meantime because not only will we not delete this current source of revenue, but look at the number of retirees who will die in the meantime. The "big guys" can come after me if they wish, but IF THE SHOE FITS WARE IT! 

MOAA POSITION: Now, for all you guys and gals out there, here is the BOTTOM LINE! MOAA strongly supports legislation to repeal the SBP/DIC offset and accelerate the effective date of paid-up SBP to October 1, 2006. Senator Bill Nelson (D-Fl) authored S.185 that would accomplish both goals. Representative Brown's (R-SC) H.R. 808 would repeal the SBP/DIC offset and Representative Saxton's (R-NJ) H.R. 968 would accelerate the paid-up SBP effective date. For us Floridians we need to get Mel Martinez to co-sponsor Bill Nelson's bill and if you know anyone in South Carolina or New Jersey get them to also co-sponsor the Senate Bill (S.185) and if they are in the House to co-sponsor H.R. 808 and H.R. 968. Again, as for we Floridians, all our Representatives have also got to get on-board on the two House resolutions and we in District 6 must either write/call or both Cliff Stearns to get on board NOW! Those other Florida Chapters who receive and read the Eagles Eye please, please, please, get your chapter members to vigorously write/call their elected people in Washington to GET ON-BOARD. Remember ONE POWERFUL VOICE ! 

"GIT 'ER DONE" 
