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Alachua Free-Net dialup
service soon to end

ANTHONY CLARK
Sun business editor

Alachua Free-Net was the first portal for many in
Alachua County to enter the World Wide Web when
it launched in September 1994, but the run comes
to an end on April 30 when the nonprofit
organization stops its dialup service.

Founders said the free community service run by
hundreds of volunteers over the years has run its
course. From a peak of more than 10,000 users
several years ago, that is down to about 400. Dave
Pokorey, an AFN founder and board member, said it
is costly to maintain dialup servers for so few users.

Founder and board member Bruce Brashear said
users have gravitated to broadband, DSL, satellite
and cable uplinks that provide faster and better
access.

AFN will continue to host existing Web sites, and
those with e-mail accounts can keep their addresses
but will need an alternate dialup service.

At least one person, who could not be reached for
comment Friday afternoon, expressed concern on a
community chat room about the lack of free service
and the "digital divide" separating low-income
residents from opportunities.

Juno and NetZero offer free dialup service but,

unlike AFN, display advertising and have limited
free hours. Web surfers can also get free online
access at Alachua County public libraries.

Pokorey contacted GRUCom, which is offering AFN
subscribers dialup for $4.95 per month for one
year. After that, the cost is the regular price of
$11.95 per month.

AFN's computer recycling program will continue
through the Dignity Project, which provides
refurbished computers to poor residents.

AFN launched with 3,000 preregistered users at a
time when the World Wide Web, then in its infancy,
was only available in Gainesville at the University of
Florida, which has been connected for 20 years.
With support from UF, volunteers secured 72
servers, provided technical expertise, solicited
donations and equipment. Local governments
provided funding and expertise.

Commercial dialup services were available in
Gainesville within months.

Tallahassee Free-Net, in operation since May 1,
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1993, helped start AFN. TFN will go completely out % 2
of service May 31. Naples still has a free-net service. argument e o Lol

The community free-net movement began in
Cleveland in the late 1980s as a dial-in to a hospital
network for people to ask medical questions.
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